
 

The Corporation of the 
Town of Milton 

 

Report To: Council 

From: Jill Hogan, Commissioner, Development Services 

Date: October 7, 2024 

Report No: DS-070-24 

Subject: Recommendation Report - Notice of Intention to Designate – 121 

Thomas Street_ John Maxted House 

Recommendation: THAT Staff Report DS-070-24 entitled: “Notice of Intention to 

Designate - 121 Thomas Street be received and; 

THAT Council recognize the historic house at 121 Thomas Street in 

the Town of Milton as being of heritage significance; 

THAT Council designate the property under Part IV of the Ontario 

Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. O.18 for the reasons outlined in the 

Reasons for Designation attached as Appendix 1 to this Report; 

AND THAT the Town Clerk provides the Notice of Intention to 

Designate as outlined in Section 29 (4) of the Ontario Heritage Act; 

AND FURTHER THAT once the thirty-day objection period has 

expired and if there are no objections, a designation by-law will be 

brought forward for Council adoption. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

• John Dean Maxted built this semi-detached house in I913. John was a builder, former 

Mayor of Milton (1928) and a politician for over thirty years.   

• The property's current owner has voluntarily responded to the heritage designation 

program and desires that their property be designated.    

• Staff has evaluated this historic home as a significant built heritage resource for the 

Town of Milton and should be designated under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act. 

(See Appendix '1') 

 This significant heritage resource fulfils more than two of the evaluation criteria set out 

in Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act (R.S.O. 1990), Ontario Regulation 9/06 (See 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Appendix 2). As such, it is worthy of designation under the provisions of the Ontario 

Heritage Act. 

 

REPORT 
 

Background 

John Dean Maxted built this semi-detached house in I913. John was a builder and a politician 

in Milton for over thirty years. 

Its cultural heritage value and interest lie in its historical, physical and contextual value. 

Physically, it is a representative red brick two-storey Edwardian Classical style house with a 

medium hip roof. Historically, it was the home of John Maxted, Mayor of Milton(1928). His 

daughter, Margaret Maxted, was the first woman in Ontario to hold the office of treasurer 

when she was appointed Halton County treasurer in 1937. This property has contextual value 

as it contributes to the heritage character of this neighbourhood in Downtown Milton. 

 

Discussion 

The original 200 acres of land on which this property sits were first granted to Daniel 
Greeniaus and George Will by the Crown in 1823. The land changed hands several times 
until John Maxted, the son of Thomas and Charlotte Maxted, bought it from Ellen Henderson 
in 1912. Born in Norval, Ontario in 1869, John was a member of a family that emigrated from 
England. He was one of eight children. 

John married Elizabeth Coulson in 1885. Elizabeth and John had two children, Margaret and 
Thomas. The family moved to Thomas Street in 1913 following the completion of their house. 
They resided on the north side of the home (121 Thomas) and rented out the south side (123 
Thomas). John was a bricklayer and builder. He built the old Post Office on the northeast 
corner of Main and Martin Streets, several downtown stores, 115, 121 and 123 Thomas 
Street. John was active in local politics and was elected several times to the Milton Council. 
He was elected Mayor in 1928. He died in 1971 at the age of 102. Elizabeth and John's 
daughter, Margaret, worked in the Crown Attorney's office as a clerk-stenographer and part-
time in the Halton County Treasurer's office. Miss Maxted was the first woman in Ontario to 
hold the office of treasurer when she was appointed Halton County treasurer in I937. She 
died in I986. 

This half of the property was sold in 1954 to John Cannon and Olive Cannon. Edyth and Ken 
Clement purchased the south side of the home. Olive and John raised their two children, 
Barry and Jill, here. Olive was a homemaker while John was the local milkman delivering 
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Discussion 

milk in Milton, initially by horse­ drawn wagon and then by truck. He was also a volunteer 
firefighter with the Milton Fire Department. 

Since then, this property has been sold to several owners: H. Edward Freeman Speck and 
Marlene Rae Speck (1967), Susan Jeannette and David Isadore Recoskie (1972). Daphne 
Louise Smale (1976), Carol M. and Arnold L. Hunwicks (1977, Lois and Warren McLeod 
(1979), Shirley Mae Roberts(1982) and Deborah Ann Carrick and Zachary Marks (1994). 
The current owner, Cheryl Hayles, purchased the property in 2001. She was born in Jamaica 
and immigrated to Montreal, Quebec, in 1979. She moved to Milton to teach at W. I. Dick 
Public School in 1990. 

Physically, this two-storey Edwardian Classical-style house with smooth red brick and a 
concrete foundation is still in good condition. It has a medium hip roof with a single-flue brick 
chimney, protruding eaves and plain fascia. The roof is adorned with front and rear gable 
pediment dormers, projecting eaves, plain fascia, soffit and frieze. The front open porch has 
Doric piers on brick pedestals, moulded upper trims and closed railings. The front elevation 
windows are six over six windows with stone lintels, wooden sashes, stone lug sills, and 
some with shutters. Meanwhile, the side and rear elevations feature flat windows with stone 
lintels, wooden sashes, and stone lug sills. The main entrance door is a single leaf with four 
panels, a stone lintel and inner wood trim. 

Contextually, it contributes to the heritage character of this neighbourhood in Downtown 
Milton, further emphasizing its importance and the need for its preservation. 

Character Defining Elements/Heritage Attributes 

Key attributes that reflect the cultural heritage value of the property include: 

• Massing of the two-storey Edwardian Classical-style house with smooth red brick and 
a concrete foundation.  

• Medium hip roof with a single flue brick chimney, protruding eaves and plain fascia.  

• Front and rear gable pediment dormers, projecting eaves, plain fascia, soffit and 
frieze. 

• Front open porch with Doric piers on brick pedestals, moulded upper trims, closed 
railings. 

• Six over-one windows with stone lintels, wooden sashes, stone lug sills, some with 

shutters. 

• Flat windows with stone lintels, wooden sashes, stone lug sills. 
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Discussion 

• Single leaf four panels entrance door with a stone lintel and inner wood trim. 

• The historic home of John Maxted, builder, Councillor and Mayor of Milton, in 1928. 

• Context of the house in a matured neighbourhood of Downtown Milton character area. 

Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommends that the optimal conservation and protection measures for this heritage property 

is the designation of the property. 

 

Financial Impact 

There is no financial impact associated with this report. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
Jill Hogan 
Commissioner, Development Services 

For questions, please contact: 
Anthony Wong, Senior Policy 

Planner 

 

Phone: Ext. 2565 

 

Attachments 

• Appendix ‘1’_Reasons for Designation for 121 Thomas Street 

• Appendix ‘2’_CHVI Evaluation_ 121 Thomas Street 

• Appendix ‘3’_Photographic Record Heritage Attributes_ 121 Thomas Street 

 

Approved by CAO 
Andrew M. Siltala 
Chief Administrative Officer 
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Recognition of Traditional Lands 

The Town of Milton resides on the Treaty Lands and Territory of the Mississaugas of the 

Credit First Nation. We also recognize the traditional territory of the Huron-Wendat and 

Haudenosaunee people. The Town of Milton shares this land and the responsibility for the 

water, food and resources. We stand as allies with the First Nations as stewards of these 

lands. 

 



Reasons for Designation 

 

121 Thomas Street_ John Maxted House 
 

 

Legal Description  

CON 2 Trafalgar Township PT LOT 13  

Description of Property 

John Dean Maxted built this semi-detached house in I913. John was a builder and a politician in 
Milton for over thirty years. 
 
Its cultural heritage value and interest lie in its physical, historical and contextual value. Physically, 
it is a representative red brick two-storey Edwardian Classical style house with a medium hip roof. 
Historically, it was the home of John Maxted, Mayor of Milton, in 1928, and her daughter Margaret 
Maxted, who was the first woman in Ontario to hold the office of treasurer when she was appointed 
Halton County treasurer in I937. This property has contextual value as it is within the matured 
neighbourhood overlay in the Downtown Character Area. 

Statement of Cultural Value and Interest 

The semi-detached house, built by John Dean Maxted in I913, holds significant cultural heritage 
value. John was a builder and a politician in Milton for over thirty years. Its physical and historical 
uniqueness is evident in its representation of the Edwardian Classical style, with a medium hip roof 
and red brick exterior. Historically, it was the residence of John Maxted, Mayor of Milton, in 1928, 
and his daughter Margaret Maxted, the first woman in Ontario to hold the office of treasurer. The 
property's contextual value is further enhanced by its contribution to the heritage character of the 
matured neighbourhood of Downtown Milton. 

Historical Value 

The historical value of this property is deeply rooted in its past. John married Elizabeth Coulson in 
1885. Elizabeth and John had two children, Margaret and Thomas. The family moved to Thomas 
Street in 1913 following the completion of their house. They resided on the north side of the home 
(121 Thomas) and rented out the south side (123 Thomas). John was a bricklayer and builder and 
built the old Post Office on the northeast corner of Main and Martin Streets, several downtown 
stores, 115, 121 and 123 Thomas Street. John was active in local politics and was elected several 
times to the Milton Council. He was elected Mayor in 1928. He died in 1971 at the age of 102. 



Elizabeth and John's daughter, Margaret, worked in the Crown Attorney's office as a clerk-
stenographer and part-time in the Halton County Treasurer's office. Miss Maxted was the first 
woman in Ontario to hold the office of treasurer when she was appointed Halton County treasurer 
in I937. She died in I986. 
 
This half of the property was sold in 1954 to John Cannon and Olive Cannon. Edyth and Ken 
Clement purchased the south side of the home. Olive and John raised their two children, Barry and 
Jill, here. Olive was a homemaker while John was the local milkman delivering milk in Milton, 
initially by horse­ drawn wagon and then by truck. He was also a volunteer firefighter with the 
Milton Fire Department. 
 
Since then, this property has been sold to several owners: H. Edward Freeman Speck and 
Marlene Rae Speck (1967), Susan Jeannette and David Isadore Recoskie (1972). Daphne Louise 
Smale (1976), Carol M. and Arnold L. Hunwicks (1977, Lois and Warren McLeod (1979), Shirley 
Mae Roberts(1982) and Deborah Ann Carrick and Zachary Marks (1994). The current owner, 
Cheryl Hayles, purchased the property in 2001. She was born in Jamaica and immigrated to 
Montreal, Quebec, in 1979. She moved to Milton to teach at W. I. Dick Public School in 1990. 

Physical or Design Value 

The two-storey Edwardian Classical-style house with smooth red brick and a concrete foundation 
is in good condition. It has a medium hip roof with a single-flue brick chimney, protruding eaves 
and plain fascia. The roof is adorned with front and rear gable pediment dormers, projecting 
eaves, plain fascia, soffit and frieze. The front open porch has Doric piers on brick pedestals, 
moulded upper trims and closed railings. The front elevation windows are six over six windows 
with stone lintels, wooden sashes, stone lug sills, and some with shutters. Meanwhile, the side and 
rear elevations feature flat windows with stone lintels, wooden sashes, and stone lug sills. The 
main entrance door is a single leaf with four panels, a stone lintel and inner wood trim. 

Contextual Value 

This property has contextual value as it it contributes to the heritage character of this 
neighbourhood in Downtown Milton, further emphasizing its importance and the need for its 
preservation. 

Character Defining Elements/Heritage Attributes 

Key attributes that reflect the cultural heritage value of the property include:  
 

 Massing of the two-storey Edwardian Classical-style house with smooth red brick and a 
concrete foundation  

 Medium hip roof with a single flue brick chimney, protruding eaves and plain fascia  

 Front and rear gable pediment dormers, projecting eaves, plain fascia, soffit and frieze. 

 Front open  porch with Doric piers on brick pedestals, moulded upper trims, closed railings 

 Six over-one windows with stone lintels, wooden sashes, stone lug sills, some with shutters 

 Flat windows with stone lintels, wooden sashes, stone lug sills 

 Single leaf four panels entrance door with a stone lintel and inner wood trim 

 The historic home of John Maxted, builder, Councillor and Mayor of Milton, in 1928 

 Context of the house in the matured neighbourhood of Downtown Milton character area. 



Cultural Heritage Value or Interest Evaluation 
 

Ontario Regulation 9/06 of the Ontario Heritage Act establishes the criteria for 
determining Cultural Heritage Value of Heritage Resources. A property must have 
the potential to meet at least two of the criteria to be considered to have heritage 
significance. These criteria fall into three categories: design or physical value, 
historical or associative value and contextual value. The following table considers 
and evaluates the subject property against these criteria. 

Table 6: Evaluation of the Cultural Heritage Value of 121 Thomas Street 

The property has design value or physical value because it, 

 Criteria Evaluation 

i is a rare, unique, 
representative or early 
example of a style, type, 
expression, material or 
construction method 

Yes, this house is a 
representative two-storey red 
brick Edwardian Classical 
style house with a medium hip 
roof. 

Ii displays a high degree of 
craftsmanship or artistic 
merit 

No, this home does not displays a 
high degree of craftsmanship or 
artistic merit 

iii demonstrates a high 
degree of technical or 
scientific 
achievement 

No, the property does not 
demonstrate a high degree of 
technical or scientific 
achievement 

The property has historical value or associative value because it, 

i has direct associations with a 
theme, event, belief, person, 
activity, organization or 
institution that is significant to 
a community, 

It is the historical home of home 
of John Maxted, Mayor of 
Milton, in 1928, and her 
daughter Margaret Maxted, 
who was the first woman in 
Ontario to hold the office of 
treasurer when she was 
appointed Halton County 
treasurer in I937 

ii Yields or has the potential to 
yield, information that 
contributes to an 
understanding of a community 
or culture 

Yes, it provides historical 
information on the settlement 
history of Downtown Milton 

iii demonstrates or reflects the 
work or ideas of an architect, 
artist, builder, designer or 
theorist who 
is significant to a community 

Yes, the subject property is 
associated with John Dean 
Maxted who was also a 
bricklayer and builder and built 
the old Post Office on the 
northeast corner of Main and 



Martin Streets, several downtown 
stores, 115, 121 and 123 
Thomas Street. 

The property has contextual value because it, 

i is important in defining, 
maintaining or supporting 
the character of an area 

Yes, this property contributes to the 

character of the matured 

neighbourhood in Downtown Milton 

ii is physically, functionally, 
visually or historically linked 
to its surroundings 

Yes, this property is historically link o 

to the development of Downtown 

Milton 

iii is a landmark No, the property is not a landmark. 

 
 

Based on the above criteria, the subject property has significant cultural heritage 
value based on both design and contextual criteria. These attributes are sufficient 
to warrant Heritage Designation under the Ontario Heritage Act. However, 
designation may not be necessary at this time as the property is current listed on 
the Municipal Heritage Register, which offers it some protection from demolition. 

 



Appendix 3
Photographic Record _ Heritage Attributes_ 121 Thomas Street



Location Map_ 121 Thomas Street
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Contextual 
Heritage 
Attributes

• Location of 
House in the 
matured 
neighbourhood 
area of the 
downtown 
character area.

Subject Property



Contextual Heritage 
Attributes

• Registered Plan BA-282
• PART LOT 13
• CON 2 N.S. (New Survey)
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Historical Books 
Record
• Halton County (LRO 20)

• Trafalgar 

• Book 38

• Concession 2

• Part Lot 13

• New Survey

• Pages 224-279



Extract from Historical Book

No Instrument Dated Registered From To
Consideration

Description

Patent 20 Dec 1823 20 Dec 1823 Crown George Will 100 ac NE 1/2

25 Jan 1832 25 Jan 1832 Crown Daniel Greeniaus 100 ac W 1/2

2187 Bill of Sale 19 Nov 1889 28 Nov 1889 Johnston Harrison wife Albert Switzers

2317 Bill of Sale 3 Jan 1890 ALBERT Switzers wife Johnson Harrision and wife

3453 Bill of Sale April 8, 1905 Johnson Harrision and wife Louisa Matilda Harrison & 

Robert Edwin Harrison her 

husband

$1,300 Wly and S.E.ly 26 acres declares that said insitu. 

Affects PL if said PR a R.P. 3.1.35.

4073 Bill of Sale June 11, 1910 June 29, 1910 Louisa Matilda Harrison & 

Robert Erwin Harrison her 

husband

Ernest Henderson

4375 Bill of Sale September 25, 

1912

July 28, 1912 Ellen Henderson, widower John Maxted $950 3/5 ac Pt Lot 13 except strip ?? Thomas Street 

together with certain rights. See Recitals Pt Lot

8276 Grant November 28, 

1951

December 31, 1951 John Maxted, widower Margaret L. Maxted Love + $1 Part Lot 13

8974 Grant August 6, 1954 September 16, 

1954

John Maxted, a widower John Cannon and Olive Cannon 

as joint tenants

$8,000 Part of Lot 13 same as 8973M 6/8/69M

9067 Grant August 6, 1954 November 2, 1954 John Maxted, a widower Kenneth Walter Clement and 

Edyth Isabel Clement his wife as 

joint tenants'

$7,000 Part of Lot 13 as in 9066M

237687 Grant September 15, 

1967

September 15, 

1967

Olive Cannon Widower Howard Edward Freeman Speck 

and Marlene Rae Speck his wife 

as joint tenants 

Part of Lot 13 as in 232686 recitals

351088 Grant November 13, 

1972

November 30, 1972 Howard Edward Freeman 

Speck and Marlene Rae 

Speck his wife 

David Isadore Recoskie and 

Susan Jeanette Recoskie his 

wife as joint tenant

$2 and C Pt Lot 13, com. N.E. lim. Thomas St. 31.44' NW ly 

along said lim. From 1ly and Lot 55 according to 

Reg. Plan 95 M there NW ly along NE ly lim. 

Thomas St 32.31' NE ly 132/6" SE by 32'10' 14" 

Wly 132'6" to P.O.C.

436136 Grant June 21, 1976 July 6, 1976 David Isadore Recodkie and 

Susan Jeanette Recoskie his 

wife

Daphne Louise Smale. Married 

woman

$2 and C Part Lot 13, com pt. in N.E. ly. lim. Thomas St. 

31.44' NW from NWly lim. Lot 55 on Plan 95  dist 

0.5'.  NE along lim. Lot 55 from Wly and Lot 55 

thence: N.W. 32.31', N.E 132.5', S.E. 32.94" 

S.W.ly along centre line partition 132.50" to p.o.c.

469639 Grant November 16, 

1977

November 28, 1977 Daphne Louise Smale.  Arnold  L. & Carol M Hunwicks 

JT

$2 and C Pt Lot 13

504726 Deed June 13, 1979 June 28, 1979 Arnold  L. & Carol M 

Hunwicks JT

Warren and Lois McLeod as JT Pt Lot as in 436136

554185 Deed March 2, 1982 McLeod, Warren & McLeod 

Lois

Roberts, Shirley Mae

817672 Transfer February 8, 1994 Jan 1 1994 Roberts, Shirley Mae Carrick ,Deborah Ann and 

Marks, Zacchary  JT

2001 Cheryl Hayles

Historical Books 
Record
• Halton County (LRO 20)

• Trafalgar 

• Book 38

• Concession 2

• Part Lot 13

• New Survey

• Pages 224-279



Milton Heritage 
Inventory Record

• This property was a Listed 
Heritage Resource since 
2006.

• In 1951 when John 
Maxtead was almost 90 he 
took all the foundation 
stones from the barn at 
the back of this property 
and built this brick house, 
probably for his daughter, 
Margaret, who served as 
the Halton County 
treasurer for many years.



John Maxted Family Tree
Source:
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/117689679/john-dean-maxted

Source:
http://www.thegeorgetownvaul
t.com/maxted-family-
history.html



Historic Homes of Milton

• Volume III

• Page 66



John Dean Maxted

Source: http://www.thegeorgetownvault.com/maxted-family-history.html



John Dean Maxted

Builder, Politician (Mayor 1928)

1869-1971

Margaret Louise Maxted

Clerk, Stenographer, County Treasurer

1903-1986



2023 Pictures

View Along Thomas Street View Along Thomas Street Rear and Side View

Rear View Rear View Existing Garage



Physical Attributes

• Massing of the two-storey Edwardian Classical-style house 
with smooth red brick and a concrete foundation

• Medium hip roof with a single flue brick chimney, 
protruding eaves and plain fascia 



Physical Attributes
• Front and rear gable pediment dormers, projecting eaves, plain fascia, soffit and frieze.

Front Pediment Dormers Rear Pediment Dormers Projecting Eaves, Plain Fascia, Soffit and Frieze



Physical Attributes
Front Open  porch with Doric piers on brick pedestals, moulded upper trims, closed railings



Physical Attributes
Six over one windows with stone lintels, wooden sashes, stone lug sills, some with shutters

Pattern Glass Segmented Arch Transom and Lower Door Panels



Physical Attributes
Flat windows with stone lintels, wooden sashes, stone lug sills

Side Elevation Window Side Elevation Window Rear Elevation Window



Physical Attributes
Single leaf four panels entrance door with upper glazed insert, stone lintel and wood trim

View of Door with Storm Door View from Interior View from Exterior



Physical Attributes
Single Flue Brick Chimneys



Interior Details not included in heritage attributes

A historic wood burning furnace Twelve Inch Baseboard Interior Door with trims



Interior Detail not included in Heritage Attributes

Pattern glass in door insert Interior door with moulded trims Original baseboard trims



Interior Detail not included in Heritage Attributes

Baseboard and Door Trim details Original wood flooring Original Stairs detail
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