
 

The Corporation of the 
Town of Milton 

 

Report To: Council 

From: Jill Hogan, Commissioner, Development Services 

Date: July 13, 2026 

Report No: DS-051-26 

Subject: Recommendation Report - Notice of Intention to Designate - 90 
Mary Street, Cowin and Hartley House 

Recommendation: THAT Staff Report DS-051-26, entitled: “Notice of Intention to 
Designate – 90 Mary Street,” be received; 

AND THAT Milton Council recognizes the historic house at 90 Mary 
Street in the Town of Milton as being of heritage significance; 

AND THAT Milton Council designate the property under Part IV of the 
Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. O.18 for the reasons outlined 
in the Reasons for Designation attached as Appendix 1 to this Report; 

AND THAT the Town Clerk provides the Notice of Intention to 
Designate as outlined in Section 29 (4) of the Ontario Heritage Act; 

AND FURTHER THAT once the thirty-day objection period has 
expired and if there are no objections, a designation by-law will be 
brought forward for Council adoption. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

• The property has significant contextual value as one of the earliest houses built within 
the Foster Survey, one of Milton’s first subdivisions. It also has historical value through 
its association with early owner and builder Richard Cowin, as well as later owner 
David Hartley, a prominent local farmer, Justice of the Peace, and Town Councillor.  

• The property's current owner has voluntarily responded to the heritage designation 
program and desires that their property be designated.    

• Staff has evaluated this historic home as a significant built heritage resource for the 
Town of Milton, which should be designated under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act 
(See Appendix '1'). 

• This significant built heritage resource fulfils more than two of the criteria set out in 
Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act (R.S.O. 1990), Ontario Regulation 9/06 (See 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Appendix 2). As such, it is worthy of designation under the provisions of the Ontario 
Heritage Act. 

 

 

REPORT 
 
Background 

The historic Cowin and Hartley House at 90 Mary Street was built in 1854 by Richard Cowin 
shortly after he purchased the lot from Hugh Foster as part of the newly established Foster 
Survey, one of Milton’s earliest subdivisions. Physically, it is a one-and-a-half-storey dwelling 
constructed on a stone foundation, featuring a simple rectangular form and a medium-sloped 
front-gable roof, characteristic of mid-19th century Gothic Revival-style architecture. 
Historically, it was the home of Richard Cowin, an early settler and active member of the St. 
Stephen’s Anglican Church community, and later David Hartley, a prominent local farmer, 
Justice of the Peace, and Town Councillor. Contextually, it is one of the oldest houses in 
Milton and is likely the first dwelling constructed within the Foster Survey. 

 

 
Discussion 

Historically, the lot was owned by Hugh Foster, an early land developer. Hugh, along with 
Henry Huffman, purchased lots south of Main Street. The lot was registered to Hugh in May 
of 1854, part of which became the Foster Survey, one of the earliest subdivisions in Milton 
before the Town was incorporated in 1857. Hugh was born in County Down, Ireland, in 1794, 
and immigrated to Canada in 1816. Originally a cooper (barrel maker) by trade, he 
established the first cooperage in Milton. Hugh had five children with his first wife, Jane (née 
Coates) Foster (1808-1844) and one child with his second wife, Sarah Ann (née Centre) 
Foster. After the passing of Hugh in 1858, who is interred in the Milton Pioneer Cemetery, 
most of his land holdings were left in the family estate to be auctioned off. 

In July of 1854, shortly after the lot was registered, Richard Cowin (also spelled Cowan) 
purchased the lot and built the house. The house is one of the oldest in Milton and is likely 
the first house built in the Foster Survey. Richard was born in Ireland in 1816 to Mary (née 
Switzer) Cowin, and she and her eight children immigrated to Hornby, Ontario, around 1831 
following her husband’s death. The Cowin family were very connected to St. Stephen’s 
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Discussion 
Anglican Church, having donated land for both the Church and its Cemetery. Richard served 
on various church committees and offices, including Choir Master, Rector’s Warden, 
People’s Warden, and Lay Delegate. Richard was also listed as a school trustee in Hornby 
and was very active during the possible Fenian Raid in Upper Canada, where he succeeded 
in obtaining 45 volunteers. 

Following Richard’s passing in 1870, the property was transferred to his wife, Eliza Cowin. 
That same year, the title was transferred to either her brother-in-law, John Cowin Sr., or his 
son, John Cowin Jr. In 1876, John Sr. or Jr. transferred the title to Theodore Brain and his 
wife, Susan Jane (née Cowin) Brain, who was the daughter of Richard’s brother, William 
Cowin. Susan served as organist at St. Stephen’s Anglican Church, and Theodore also 
served in various offices. The Brain family built and operated the Brain Brewery in Hornby 
and were very involved in their community.  

Between 1879 and 1894, the ownership of the property was transferred five times. Later, in 
1901, the property was sold to David Hartley, who had retired from operating his Mountain 
View Fruit Farm on Appleby Line in Nelson Township. David was born in Mochrum, 
Wigtonshire, Scotland, in 1834. In 1858, David married Ellen Catherine (née Shields) 
Hartley, and they had six children, all of whom attended Bell School. David was a Justice of 
the Peace, and he also held a government position as an Immigrant Agent for the district. In 
faith, David was a Methodist and was a supporter of the Mountain Chapel of the New 
Connexion Methodist Church. After retiring from farming and living in the Town, David served 
as Town Councillor from 1902 to 1903 and again in 1910. Shortly after, David passed in 1912 
and is buried alongside his wife in Milton Evergreen Cemetery. 

Following Ellen’s passing in 1927, the property was transferred in 1928 to Melvin Edgar 
Hadfield and his wife, May Ethel (née Draper) Hadfield. Melvin initially worked at the Milton 
Brick Yard and later as a Policeman in Milton. Between 1970 and 1994, the ownership of the 
property was transferred four times. Today, the property is owned by James and Mirella 
Marshall. James is a farmer, while Mirella is a business owner with a longstanding 
commitment to local heritage preservation. She currently serves as President of the Milton 
Historical Society and was a member of the Heritage Milton Committee for 15 years, 
including 10 years as Chair. The property has therefore retained its connection to residents 
involved in Milton’s civic and heritage community, reinforcing its significance within the 
Town’s historical development. 

Physically, the one-and-a-half-storey house is an example of mid-19th century Gothic 
Revival-style architecture. Built in 1854, the house is set on an original stone foundation and 
is defined by a simple rectangular form with a medium-sloped front-gable roof. Although the 
interior of the house has been renovated, the original wood framing remains intact beneath 
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the current exterior cladding. The house retains two original semi-circular window openings 
with pointed lintels, which continue to convey the dwelling’s historic architectural character. 

The front (west) elevation is symmetrical in composition and features a centrally located 
entrance framed by a modest one-storey entrance porch with a shallow gable roof. Above 
the entrance, a prominent centre gable projects from the principal roof slope and contains 
one of the original semi-circular windows. The exterior is presently clad in horizontal siding 
with simple trim, reflecting later alterations to the building’s exterior while preserving its 
original form and massing.  

A one-storey side addition extends from the north-west elevation and is distinguished from 
the historic dwelling by its lower roofline and more contemporary design. The addition does 
not contribute to the property’s physical or design value. A rear covered veranda extends 
from the rear (east) elevation of the house and is distinguished from the historic house by its 
contemporary design, exposed timber truss, square support posts, and modern deck with 
metal railings. The veranda also does not contribute to the property’s physical or design 
value.  

Contextually, the property is one of the oldest houses built in the Town of Milton and is likely 
the first house built in the Foster Survey. The lot is shown in the 1877 Historical Atlas of 
Halton County, further supporting the historic character of downtown Milton and its 
association with the early settlement and development of the Town.   

Character Defining Elements/Heritage Attributes 

Key attributes that reflect the cultural heritage value of the property include: 

• The one-and-a-half-storey house with a medium-sloped gable roof was built in 1854, 
representing one of the oldest houses in the Town of Milton. 

• The original stone foundation, including visible foundation openings, reflects early 
construction methods and continues to support the historic structural form of the 
dwelling. 

• The original timber framing, concealed beneath the current exterior cladding, 
demonstrates traditional wood-frame construction methods.  

• The two original semi-circular windows with pointed lintels, including the prominent 
window centred within the front-facing gable, are distinctive architectural features of 
the Gothic Revival style. 

• The early establishment of residential development within the Foster Survey, 
representing one of the first phases of planned subdivision in pre-incorporation Milton.  

• The association with Richard Cowin, an early settler and builder of the dwelling, who 
was a prominent and active member of the St. Stephen’s Anglican Church community 
and contributed to local civic and militia efforts.  
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• The association with David Hartley, a retired local farmer, Justice of the Peace, and 

former Town Councillor, reflects the property’s connection to early 20th-century 
leadership and agricultural history in Milton.  

Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommends that the optimal conservation and protection measures for this heritage 
property are the designation of the property. 

 

 
Financial Impact 

There is no financial impact associated with this report. 

 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Jill Hogan 
Commissioner, Development Services 

For questions, please contact: David Twigg 

Director, Planning Policy & Urban 
Design 

 

Phone: Ext. 2205 

 

 
Attachments 

• Appendix ‘1’_Reasons for Designation_90 Mary Street 
• Appendix ‘2’_CHVI Evaluation_90 Mary Street 
• Appendix ‘3’_Photographic Record Heritage Attributes_90 Mary Street 

 

 

Approved by CAO 
Andrew M. Siltala 
Chief Administrative Officer 
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Recognition of Traditional Lands 

The Town of Milton resides on the Treaty Lands and Territory of the Mississaugas of the 
Credit First Nation. We also recognize the traditional territory of the Huron-Wendat and 
Haudenosaunee people. The Town of Milton shares this land and the responsibility for the 
water, food and resources. We stand as allies with the First Nations as stewards of these 
lands. 

 
 



Reasons for Designation 
 

90 Mary Street – The Cowin and Hartley House 
 

 

Legal Description  

LOT 7 BLOCK 5, FOSTER SURVEY 

Description of Property 

The historic Cowin and Hartley House at 90 Mary Street was built in 1854 by Richard 
Cowin shortly after he purchased the lot from Hugh Foster as part of the newly 
established Foster Survey, one of Milton’s earliest subdivisions. Physically, it is a one-
and-a-half-storey dwelling constructed on a stone foundation, featuring a simple 
rectangular form and a medium-sloped front-gable roof, characteristic of mid-19th 
century Gothic Revival-style architecture. Historically, it was the home of Richard Cowin, 
an early settler and active member of the St. Stephen’s Anglican Church community, and 
later David Hartley, a prominent local farmer, Justice of the Peace, and Town Councillor. 
Contextually, it is one of the oldest houses in Milton and is likely the first dwelling 
constructed within the Foster Survey. 

 



Statement of Cultural Value and Interest 

Historical Value 

Historically, the lot was owned by Hugh Foster, an early land developer. Hugh, along with 
Henry Huffman, purchased lots south of Main Street. The lot was registered to Hugh in 
May of 1854, part of which became the Foster Survey, one of the earliest subdivisions in 
Milton before the Town was incorporated in 1857. Hugh was born in County Down, 
Ireland, in 1794, and immigrated to Canada in 1816. Originally a cooper (barrel maker) 
by trade, he established the first cooperage in Milton. Hugh had five children with his first 
wife, Jane (née Coates) Foster (1808-1844) and one child with his second wife, Sarah 
Ann (née Centre) Foster. After the passing of Hugh in 1858, who is interred in the Milton 
Pioneer Cemetery, most of his land holdings were left in the family estate to be auctioned 
off.  

 

In July of 1854, shortly after the lot was registered, Richard Cowin (also spelled Cowan) 
purchased the lot and built the house. The house is one of the oldest in Milton and is 
likely the first house built in the Foster Survey. Richard was born in Ireland in 1816 to 
Mary (née Switzer) Cowin, and she and her eight children immigrated to Hornby, Ontario, 
around 1831 following her husband’s death. The Cowin family were very connected to St. 
Stephen’s Anglican Church, having donated land for both the Church and its Cemetery. 
Richard served on various church committees and offices, including Choir Master, 
Rector’s Warden, People’s Warden, and Lay Delegate. Richard was also listed as a 
school trustee in Hornby and was very active during the possible Fenian Raid in Upper 
Canada, where he succeeded in obtaining 45 volunteers.  

 

Following Richard’s passing in 1870, the property was transferred to his wife, Eliza 
Cowin. That same year, the title was transferred to either her brother-in-law, John Cowin 
Sr., or his son, John Cowin Jr. In 1876, John Sr. or Jr. transferred the title to Theodore 
Brain and his wife, Susan Jane (née Cowin) Brain, who was the daughter of Richard’s 
brother, William Cowin. Susan served as organist at St. Stephen’s Anglican Church, and 
Theodore also served in various offices. The Brain family built and operated the Brain 
Brewery in Hornby and were very involved in their community.  

 

Between 1879 and 1894, the ownership of the property was transferred five times. Later, 
in 1901, the property was sold to David Hartley, who had retired from operating his 
Mountain View Fruit Farm on Appleby Line in Nelson Township. David was born in 
Mochrum, Wigtonshire, Scotland, in 1834. In 1858, David married Ellen Catherine (née 
Shields) Hartley, and they had six children, all of whom attended Bell School. David was 
a Justice of the Peace, and he also held a government position as an Immigrant Agent 
for the district. In faith, David was a Methodist and was a supporter of the Mountain 
Chapel of the New Connexion Methodist Church. After retiring from farming and living in 
the Town, David served as Town Councillor from 1902 to 1903 and again in 1910. 
Shortly after, David passed in 1912 and is buried alongside his wife in Milton Evergreen 
Cemetery. 

 

Following Ellen’s passing in 1927, the property was transferred in 1928 to Melvin Edgar 
Hadfield and his wife, May Ethel (née Draper) Hadfield. Melvin initially worked at the 
Milton Brick Yard and later as a Policeman in Milton. Between 1970 and 1994, the 
ownership of the property was transferred four times. Today, the property is owned by 
James and Mirella Marshall. James is a farmer, while Mirella is a business owner with a 



longstanding commitment to local heritage preservation. She currently serves as 
President of the Milton Historical Society and was a member of the Heritage Milton 
Committee for 15 years, including 10 years as Chair. The property has therefore retained 
its connection to residents involved in Milton’s civic and heritage community, reinforcing 
its significance within the Town’s historical development. 

 
Physical or Design Value 

Physically, the one-and-a-half-storey house is an example of mid-19th century Gothic 

Revival-style architecture. Built in 1854, the house is set on an original stone foundation 

and is defined by a simple rectangular form with a medium-sloped front-gable roof. 

Although the interior of the house has been renovated, the original wood framing remains 

intact beneath the current exterior cladding. The house retains two original semi-circular 

window openings with pointed lintels, which continue to convey the dwelling’s historic 

architectural character.  

 

The front (west) elevation is symmetrical in composition and features a centrally located 

entrance framed by a modest one-storey entrance porch with a shallow gable roof. 

Above the entrance, a prominent centre gable projects from the principal roof slope and 

contains one of the original semi-circular windows. The exterior is presently clad in 

horizontal siding with simple trim, reflecting later alterations to the building’s exterior 

while preserving its original form and massing.  

 

A one-storey side addition extends from the north-west elevation and is distinguished 

from the historic dwelling by its lower roofline and more contemporary design. The 

addition does not contribute to the property’s physical or design value. A rear covered 

veranda extends from the rear (east) elevation of the house and is distinguished from the 

historic house by its contemporary design, exposed timber truss, square support posts, 

and modern deck with metal railings. The veranda also does not contribute to the 

property’s physical or design value. 

 

Contextual Value 

 

Contextually, the property is one of the oldest houses built in the Town of Milton and is 
likely the first house built in the Foster Survey. The lot is shown in the 1877 Historical 
Atlas of Halton County, further supporting the historic character of downtown Milton and 
its association with the early settlement and development of the Town.   

Character Defining Elements/Heritage Attributes 

Key attributes that reflect the cultural heritage value of the subject property include:  

• The one-and-a-half-storey house with a medium-sloped gable roof was built 

in 1854, representing one of the oldest houses in the Town of Milton. 

• The original stone foundation, including visible foundation openings, reflects 

early construction methods and continues to support the historic structural 

form of the dwelling. 

• The original timber framing, concealed beneath the current exterior cladding, 



demonstrates traditional wood-frame construction methods.  

• The two original semi-circular windows with pointed lintels, including the 

prominent window centred within the front-facing gable, are distinctive 

architectural features of the Gothic Revival style.  

• The early establishment of residential development within the Foster Survey, 

representing one of the first phases of planned subdivision in pre-

incorporation Milton.  

• The association with Richard Cowin, an early settler and builder of the 

dwelling, who was a prominent and active member of the St. Stephen’s 

Anglican Church community and contributed to local civic and militia efforts.  

• The association with David Hartley, a retired local farmer, Justice of the 

Peace, and former Town Councillor, reflects the property’s connection to 

early 20th-century leadership and agricultural history in Milton.  



Appendix 2_CHVI Evaluation_90 Mary Street 

Cultural Heritage Value or Interest Evaluation 
 

Ontario Regulation 9/06 of the Ontario Heritage Act establishes the criteria for 
determining the Cultural Heritage Value of Heritage Resources. A property must 
have the potential to meet at least two of the criteria to be considered to have 
heritage significance. These criteria fall into three categories: (1) design or 
physical value; (2) historical or associative value; and (3) contextual value. The 
following table considers and evaluates the property against these criteria. 

 

Table 6: Evaluation of the Cultural Heritage Value of 90 Mary Street 

The property has design value or physical value because it, 

 Criteria Evaluation 

i is a rare, unique, representative or 
early example of a style, type, 
expression, material or 
construction method 

Yes, the property is a rare, 
unique, representative and early 
example of a one-and-a-half-
storey Gothic Revival-style 
dwelling with a medium-sloped 
front-gable roof.  

ii displays a high degree of 
craftsmanship or artistic merit 

No, the property does not display a 
high degree of craftsmanship or 
artistic merit.  

iii demonstrates a high degree of 
technical or scientific 
achievement 

No, the property does not 
demonstrate a high degree of 
technical or scientific achievement. 

The property has historical value or associative value because it, 

i has direct associations with a 
theme, event, belief, person, 
activity, organization or institution 
that is significant to a community 

Yes, the property is directly 
associated with Richard Cowin, 
who constructed the dwelling in 
1854 and was an active member 
of the St. Stephen’s Anglican 
Church community, and later with 
David Hartley, a prominent local 
farmer, Justice of the Peace, and 
Town Councillor. 

ii yields, or has the potential to yield, 
information that contributes to an 
understanding of a community or 
culture 

Yes, the property has the potential to 
yield information that contributes to a 
historical understanding of the early 
subdivision and development of the 
Foster Survey, as shown in the 1877 
Historical Atlas of Halton County. 

iii demonstrates or reflects the work 
or ideas of an architect, artist, 
builder, designer or theorist who is 
significant to a community 

No, the property does not 
demonstrate or reflect the work or 
ideas of an architect, artist, builder, 
designer or theorist who is 
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significant to a community. 

The property has contextual value because it, 

i is important in defining, 
maintaining or supporting the 
character of an area 

Yes, the property is important in 

defining, maintaining and supporting 

the character of downtown Milton as it 

is one of the oldest houses built 

before the Town was incorporated. 

ii is physically, functionally, 
visually or historically linked to its 
surroundings 

No, the property is not physically, 

functionally, visually or historically 

linked to its surroundings.  

iii is a landmark No, the property is not a landmark. 

 
According to the criteria above, the property has significant cultural heritage value 
based on the design/physical, historical/associative and contextual criteria. These 
attributes are sufficient to warrant a Heritage Designation under the Ontario 
Heritage Act. 
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90 Mary Street



LEGEND

H Historical

A Addition

V Veranda

G Garage

S Shed

Location Map of 90 Mary Street



Historical Book Record



Historical Attributes

Lot 7 Block 5, Foster Survey

In 1854, the lot was registered to 
Hugh Foster, part of which 
became the Foster Survey, one 
of the earliest subdivisions in 
Milton before the Town was 
incorporated in 1857.

The lot is shown on the 1877 
Historical Atlas of Halton County.

Hugh Foster



Historical Attributes ─ Cowin Family

Richard Cowin, brother of William Cowin Theodore Brain, a farmer and member of the Brain 
family, founders and operators of the once 
renowned Brain Brewery

Susan Jane (née Cowin) Brain, daughter of 
William Cowin, niece of Richard Cowin, and wife 
of Theodore Brain



Historical 
Attributes
Richard Cowin was very active 
during the possible Fenian 
Raid in Upper Canada, where 
he succeeded in obtaining 45 
volunteers.

The information was provided 
by Moments in History: 
Reflections of Halton’s County 
Town 1833-1864 compiled by 
Jim Dills. 



Historical Attributes ─ Hartley Family

David Hartley (left) and his wife Ellen 
Catherine (née Shields) Hartley (right)



Vintage 
Newspaper 

Clippings
Shoebox Memories 

of the Hartley 
Family Tree



West (Front) Elevation

2026 Photograph of Historical House



West (Front) Elevation

South-East Elevation

South Elevation South-East Elevation

2026 Photographs of Historical House



Physical Attributes

One-and-a-half-storey house with a 
medium-sloped gable roof, characteristic 
of mid-19th century Gothic Revival-style 
architecture



Exposed Stone Foundation

North-West Elevation Milton Historical Society Plaque 
Detail View of Exposed Stone Foundation 
and Horizontal Siding

Physical Attributes



Physical Attributes

Two (2) semi-circular windows with pointed 
lintels

Detail View Detail View

West (Front) ElevationSouth-East Elevation

West (Front) ElevationSouth-East Elevation



Original timber framing, now concealed 
beneath the current exterior cladding

Physical Attributes



Pre-Renovation Photographs of the House 



West Elevation

West Elevation North-West Elevation North-West Elevation

2026 Photographs of Addition



2026 Photographs of Veranda

East (Rear) Elevation Basement Entrance

East (Rear) Elevation

East (Rear) Elevation



Non-Physical Attributes
Recently constructed veranda located in the 
backyard of the historic house



Non-Physical Attributes
Recently constructed garage and shed 
located in the backyard of the historic house



Non-Physical Attributes
One-storey addition located on the 
northwest side of the historic house
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