
The Corporation of the 
Town of Milton

Report To: Council 

From: Jill Hogan, Commissioner, Development Services 

Date: February 24, 2025 

Report No: DS-014-25 

Subject: Recommendation Report - Notice of Intention to Designate 24 and 

26 James Street_ George Brown House 

Recommendation: THAT Staff Report DS-014-25 entitled: “Recommendation Report - 

Notice of Intention to Designate_ 24 and 26 James Street_ George 

Brown House” be received; 

THAT Council recognizes the historic house at 24 and 26 James 

Street in the Town of Milton as being of heritage significance; 

THAT Council designate the property under Part IV of the Ontario 

Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. O.18 for the reasons outlined in the 

Reasons for Designation attached as Appendix 1 to this Report; 

AND THAT the Town Clerk provides the Notice of Intention to 

Designate as outlined in Section 29 (4) of the Ontario Heritage Act; 

AND FURTHER THAT once the thirty-day objection period has 

expired and if there are no objections, a designation by-law is brought 

forward for Council adoption.  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

• This one-and-a-half-storey semi-detached home on the southwest corner of James Street

and Mill Street was built in 1842 for the first Mayor of Milton George Brown. Around 1870,

the house was moved from Main Street to its current location at 24 and 26 James Street.

It houses three generations of blacksmiths from the Waldie family.

• The property's current owners have voluntarily responded to the heritage designation

program and desires that their property be designated.

• Staff has evaluated this historic home as a significant built heritage resource for the Town

of Milton and should be designated under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act. (See

Appendix '1')



 

The Corporation of the 
Town of Milton 

Report #: 
DS-014-25 
Page 2 of 4 

 

February 2021 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

• This significant heritage resource fulfils more than two of the evaluation criteria in Part IV 

of the Ontario Heritage Act (R.S.O. 1990), Ontario Regulation 9/06 (See Appendix 2). As 

such, it is worthy of designation under the provisions of the Ontario Heritage Act. 

 

REPORT 
 

Background 

This historic house was the home of George Brown, Milton's first Mayor. It was built around 

1842 and located originally on Main Street. In 1870, James Alfred Waldie Senior moved it 

from 170 Main Street East, the current Knox Presbyterian Church, to its present site on 24 

and 26 James Street. The Waldie family lived in this house for three generations and 

operated the Blacksmith's shop on the adjacent lot. 

 

Discussion 

This historic house, the home of Milton's first mayor, has a deep connection to the Waldie 
family. The Waldie family, spanning three generations, lived in this house and operated the 
adjacent Blacksmith's shop, a testament to their enduring legacy in our community.  

The original lot, created by the Crown in 1853, was registered to John Martin and sold by his 
wife to James Hume that same year. Hume and his wife Sarah sold it to James Waldie Senior 
in 1867. The house was moved from Main Street to the current location around 1870. The 
property was mortgaged to William Murray and John McKindsey in 1875 and 1876; The 
Murrays conveyed the property to the McKindseys in 1881. In 1883, George McKindsey 
released the property back to Sarah Priscilla Waldie, wife of James Alfred Waldie Senior. 
The property has since remained with the Waldie family and housed three generations of 
blacksmiths. The property ownership passed on to Alfred Ethelred Waldie, his wife Edna 
Marie Wilkinson Waldie and James Franklin Waldie in 1970. The present owners are Marsha 
(nee Waldie) and Gayle Brown.  

Alfred James Waldie Junior was a member of the Council in 1906. He was also captain of 
the Milton Fire Department and coach of the department's "Hook and Ladder" running team. 
His other memberships include the Odd Fellows Lodge, founding member of the Milton 
Rebecca Lodge, and Halton Agricultural Society.  

The legacy of the blacksmithing profession is an important part of the history of Milton. The 

Waldie family shod horses, repaired wagons, manufactured farm implements, and horse-

drawn carriages for the local community. Alfred Ethelred was the last member of the Waldie 

family to operate the blacksmith shop, which he closed in the early 1970s′s. Through the 
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Discussion 

efforts of the Waldie family and the Milton Historical Society, the adjacent blacksmith shop 

at 16 James Street was restored and received heritage designation in 2015. 

Physically, this one-and-a-half-storey semi-detached house has a low gable roof with a front 
gable dormer, protruding eaves and a plain soffit. The east elevation has a balanced, three-
bay front faced with horizontal sidings. The central entrance has one stone step, a landing, 
and an overhead lean-to canopy with decorative metal trims. Single-leaf panel front doors 
have moulded trims, and an upper glass insert provides entry to each half of the property. 
Most original windows are two-sided, one-over-one, with plain trims and shutters. The 
original single-flue brick chimney is still on the house's southern side. 

Contextually, this house is physically and historically linked to the designated Waldie 
Blacksmith Workshop, an important part of the blacksmithing in Milton and links to Milton's 
settlement history. 

Character Defining Elements/Heritage Attributes 

Key attributes that reflect the cultural heritage value of the property include:  

• A three bays, one and a half story semi-detached home with horizontal siding on a stone 
foundation 

• The low gable roof with front gable dormer, projecting eaves, plain fascia and soffit 

• Plain two-sash, two over two windows with wooden shutters 

• Two identical single-leaf panel wood doors with moulded trims and glass inserts. 

• Central entrance with a single stone step, metal canopy over both doors with no supports 
and decorative metal trims 

• Singe flue brick chimney on the south elevation 

• Historical home of the first Mayor of Milton, George Brown and Councillor Alfred James 
Waldie Junior 

• Contextually, this house is physically and historically linked to the designated Waldie 
Blacksmith Workshop, an important part of the history of blacksmithing and the settlement 
of Milton. 

Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommends that the optimal conservation and protection measures for this heritage property 
is the designation of the property. 
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Financial Impact 

There is no financial impact associated with this report. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
Jill Hogan 
Commissioner, Development Services 

For questions, please contact:  Anthony Wong, Senior Policy 

Planner 

Phone: Ext. 2565 

 

Attachments 

Appendix ‘1’_Reasons for Designation _ 24 and 26 James Street 

Appendix ‘2’_CHVI evaluation of _24 and 26 James Street 

Appendix ‘3’_Photographic Record Heritage Attributes_ 24 and 26 James Street 

 

Approved by CAO 
Andrew M. Siltala 
Chief Administrative Officer 

Recognition of Traditional Lands 

The Town of Milton resides on the Treaty Lands and Territory of the Mississaugas of the 

Credit First Nation. We also recognize the traditional territory of the Huron-Wendat and 

Haudenosaunee people. The Town of Milton shares this land and the responsibility for the 

water, food and resources. We stand as allies with the First Nations as stewards of these 

lands. 
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24 and 26 James Street_ George Brown House 

 

 
 

Legal Description  

Survey Martin Block 4 part lots 36 and 38  

Description of Property 

This historic house was the home of George Brown, Milton's first mayor. It was built 
around 1842 and located originally on Main Street. In 1870, James Alfred Waldie Senior 
moved it from 170 Main Street East, the current Knox Presbyterian Church, to its present 
site on 24 and 26 James Street. The Waldie family lived in this house for three 
generations and operated the Blacksmith's shop on the adjacent lot. 

 Statement of Cultural Value and Interest 

Historical Value 

historic house, the home of Milton's first mayor, has a deep connection to the Waldie family. The 
Waldie family, spanning three generations, lived in this house and operated the adjacent 
Blacksmith's shop, a testament to their enduring legacy in our community.  

The original lot, created by the Crown in 1853, was registered to John Martin and sold by his wife 
to James Hume that same year. Hume and his wife Sarah sold it to James Waldie Senior in 1867. 
The house was moved from Main Street to the current location around 1870. The property was 
mortgaged to William Murray and John McKindsey in 1875 and 1876; The Murrays conveyed the 
property to the McKindseys in 1881. In 1883, George McKindsey released the property back to 
Sarah Priscilla Waldie, wife of James Alfred Waldie Senior. The property has since remained with 
the Waldie family and housed three generations of blacksmiths. The property ownership passed 
on to Alfred Ethelred Waldie, his wife Edna Marie Wilkinson Waldie and James Franklin Waldie in 
1970. The present owners are Marsha (nee Waldie) and Gayle Brown.  

Alfred James Waldie Junior was a member of the Council in 1906. He was also captain of the 



Milton Fire Department and coach of the department's "Hook and Ladder" running team. His other 
memberships include the Odd Fellows Lodge, founding member of the Milton Rebecca Lodge, and 
Halton Agricultural Society.  

The legacy of the blacksmithing profession is an important part of the history of Milton. The Waldie 
family shod horses, repaired wagons, manufactured farm implements, and horse-drawn carriages 
for the local community. Alfred Ethelred was the last member of the Waldie family to operate the 
blacksmith shop, which he closed in the early 1970s′s. Through the efforts of the Waldie family 
and the Milton Historical Society, the adjacent blacksmith shop at 16 James Street was restored 
and received heritage designation in 2015. 

Physical or Design Value 

Physically, this one-and-a-half-storey semi-detached house has a low gable roof with a front gable 
dormer, protruding eaves and a plain soffit. The east elevation has a balanced, three-bay front 
faced with horizontal sidings. The central entrance has one stone step, a landing, and an overhead 
lean-to canopy with decorative metal trims. Single-leaf panel front doors have moulded trims, and 
an upper glass insert provides entry to each half of the property. Most original windows are two-
sided, one-over-one, with plain trims and shutters. The original single-flue brick chimney is still on 
the house's southern side. 

Contextual Value 

Contextually, this house is physically and historically linked to the designated Waldie Blacksmith 
Workshop, an important part of the blacksmithing in Milton and links to Milton's settlement history. 

Character Defining Elements/Heritage Attributes 

Key attributes that reflect the cultural heritage value of the property include:  
 

• A three bays, one and a half story semi-detached home with horizontal siding on a 
stone foundation 

• The low gable roof with front gable dormer, projecting eaves, plain fascia and soffit 

• Plain two-sash, two over two windows with wooden shutters 

• Two identical single-leaf panel wood doors with moulded trims and glass inserts. 

• Central entrance with a single stone step, metal canopy over both doors with no 
supports and decorative metal trims 

• Singe flue brick chimney on the south elevation 

• Historical home of the first Mayor of Milton, George Brown and Councillor Alfred James 
Waldie Junior 

• Contextually, this house is physically and historically linked to the designated Waldie 
Blacksmith Workshop, an important part of the history of blacksmithing and the 
settlement of Milton.  
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Cultural Heritage Value or Interest Evaluation 
 

Ontario Regulation 9/06 of the Ontario Heritage Act establishes the criteria for 
determining Cultural Heritage Value of Heritage Resources. A property must have 
the potential to meet at least two of the criteria to be considered to have heritage 
significance. These criteria fall into three categories: design or physical value, 
historical or associative value and contextual value. The following table considers 
and evaluates the subject property against these criteria. 

Table 6: Evaluation of the Cultural Heritage Value of 24 and 26 James Street 

The property has design value or physical value because it, 

 Criteria Evaluation 

i is a rare, unique, 
representative or early 
example of a style, type, 
expression, material or 
construction method 

Yes, this house is a unique 
one-and-a-half-storey 
semidetached early 
settlement house with a low 
gable roof and a front gable 
dormer. 

Ii displays a high degree of 
craftsmanship or artistic 
merit 

No, this home  does not displays a 
high degree of craftsmanship or 
artistic merit 

iii demonstrates a high 
degree of technical or 
scientific 
achievement 

No, the property does not 
demonstrate a high degree of 
technical or scientific 
achievement 

The property has historical value or associative value because it, 

i has direct associations with a 
theme, event, belief, person, 
activity, organization or 
institution that is significant to 
a community 

Yes, this historical house was 
the home of the first Mayor of 
Milton, George Brown and 
Councillor Alfred James Waldie 
Junoir. 

ii Yields or has the potential to 
yield, information that 
contributes to an 
understanding of a community 
or culture 

Yes, this house was the home of 
three generations of blacksmith 
and holds significant history of the 
blacksmithing legacy of the 
Waldie’ s family in Downtown 
Milton. 

iii demonstrates or reflects the 
work or ideas of an architect, 
artist, builder, designer or 
theorist who 
is significant to a community 

No this house does not 
demonstrates or reflects the work 
or ideas of an architect, artist, 
builder, designer or theorist who 
is significant to a community 

The property has contextual value because it, 
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i is important in defining, 
maintaining or supporting 
the character of an area 

Yes, this house is important in 

defining, maintaining or supporting 

the character of the Martin 

Neighbourhood. 

ii is physically, functionally, 
visually or historically linked 
to its surroundings 

Yes, this house is physically and 

historically linked to the designated 

Waldie Blacksmith Workshop, an 

important part of the history of 

blacksmithing and the settlement of 

Milton.  

iii is a landmark No, the property is not a landmark. 

 
 

Based on the above criteria, the subject property has significant cultural heritage 
value based on both design and contextual criteria. These attributes are sufficient 
to warrant Heritage Designation under the Ontario Heritage Act. However, 
designation may not be necessary at this time as the property is current listed on 
the Municipal Heritage Register, which offers it some protection from demolition. 
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Location Map_ 24 and 26 James Street Location Map_ 



Contextual Heritage  
Attributes 

• Context of the locatio
of the  original house 
contributing  to the 
heritage character of 
the John Martin surve
neighbourhood of 
1853 
• SURVEY MARTIN 
• BLK 4 
• LOTS 36,38 
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Contextual Heritage Attributes 

• Context of  the location of  the original house 
as depicted  in  the  Map  of  the  Town  of  Milton,  
County of  Halton, Canada West,  T.C.  
Livingston P.L.S.  1858  Map 

• The historic  house was the former residence 
of  the first Post Master and  Mayor  of  Milton.  
It was moved  from 170 Main Street to 16 
James Street in approximately 1870. 

George Brown
First Post Master and Mayor 

In 1857, Milton was formally incorporated. The first 
meeting of the Council was on July 4, 1857 and Milton 

was confirmed as the name for the town. George Brown 
was chosen as the first Mayor if Milton. 



 

 

 

Contextual 
Heritage 
Attributes 

Halton County (LRO 20) 
John Martin Survey Plan 6 

Original location 
BLK 8, LOT 13 

Current Location 
Block 4, LOTS 36 and 38 



 

           

    

          

         

         

            

  

  

          

        

 

            

          

 

   

 

          

         

        

  

        

    

  

     

     

    

 

    

 

   

 

     

    

    

 

   

 

 

    

   

  

   

  

    

    

     

 

  

   

  

    

       

      

    

   

 

-Extract from 
Historical Book 
• Halton County (LRO 20) 
• Plan 6 
• Lot 36 and 38 
• Pages 166-168 

Extract from Halton County (LRO 20) , Block 4, Lot 36 Plan 6, John Martins survey Pages 166 168 

Registration Number Instrument Date of Instrument Registration Date Grantor Grantee 
Acres 

Description 

Considerat 

ion 

4198 B B & S 19 Sept 1853 5 Oct 1853 John Martin Wife James Hume Senior 1/5 ac Lot 36 

599 A B & S 1 Apr 1867 3 Apr 1867 James Hume, Sarah his 

wife 

James Waldie 1/5 ac Lot 36 

400 A Mortgage 2 Apr 1867 3 Apr 1867 James Waldie Wife James Hume Senior 1/5 ac Lot 36 $250 

454 Will of part of Mortgage 

binding 

20 Mar 1868 21 March 1868 James Hume Senior James Waldie 1/5 ac $100 mentioned in and 

forming part of the money 

secured by mortgage ??? 

838 Mortgage 23 Feb 1875 15 Feb 1875 James Waldie Wife William Murray 1/5 ac Lot 36 and another lot $800 

947 Mortgage 23 Feb. 1876 23 Feb 1876 James Waldie Wife John McKindsey 1/5 ac Lot 36 and another lot $360 

1465E Conveyance under 

Power of Sale 

28 Feb 1881 2 May 1881 Margaret Murray 

Spinster 

George C. McKindsey 1/5 ac Lot 36 and another lot $1,400 

2640 B & S 7 Dec 1893 15 Feb 1894 George Beauford 

McKindsey 

Sarah Priscilla Waldie 

wife of James Waldie 

Lot 36 and another lot subject 

to Mortgage 

$600 

305892 Certificate December 16, 1970 January 5, 1971 John White Minister of 

Revenue 

Estate of James Alfred 

Waldie 

Pt Lot 36 and another lot as in 

2640 

305893 Consent December 23, 1970 January 5, 1971 To Transfer Property Estate of James Alfred 

Waldie 

Pt Lot 36 and another lot as in 

2640 

305984 Petition grant December 8, 1970 January 6, 1971 Alfred Ethelred Waldie James Franklin Waldie Pt Lot 36 and 38 

Commencing N on Lot 38 

then SE 25 5W par to Mill and 

then 5W?? Lot 36NW 27'SE 

106' to poc. Commencing Ely 

on Lot 38 then SW at SE line 

Lot 38 and 36 to SW point Lot 

36 to W42'NE 106' SE 43' to 

PCB as recitals 

528027 Ex Deed June 27, 1980 September 15, 1980 Gayle M. Brown and 

Marsha E' Waldie, 

executors of estate of 

Alfred E. Waldie 

Edna M. Waldie Pt Lot etc. Com'g n angle lot 

38 thence SE 27' SW 106' 

NW 27' SE 106' to poc see 

recitals 

Powers $2 

528028 Ex Deed July 15, 1980 September 15, 1980 Gayle M. Brown and 

Marsha E' Waldie, 

executors of estate of 

Alfred E. Waldie and 

Edna M. Waldie of 3rd 

part 

Gayle M. Brown and 

Marsha E' Waldie in 

their personal 

capacities 

Pt Lot etc. Com'g n angle lot Powers $2 

38 thence SE 27' SW 106' 

NW 27' SE 106' to pob see 

recitals 

692791 Grant May 30, 1988 Estate of Waldie James 

Franklin Brown, Gayle 

Marie (Life Interest) 

Waldie Marsha 

Elizabeth 

Pts & OL (305984) 

701534 Grant September 12, 1988 Waldie Marsha 

Elizabeth 

Brown, Gayle Marie Pts & OL (305984) 

744500 Transfer May 22, 1990 Brown, Gayle Marie Waldie Marsha 

Elizabeth 

Pts & OL (305984) 

803628 Transfer April 27, 1993 Waldie, Edna Marie Waldie, Edna Marie 

Brown, Gayle Marie JT 

Part OL (525027) 



 

 
 

  

 
  

 
 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Historical Attributes 
George Brown, First Mayor of Milton 

Caroline Brown (nee Walker) 
Wife of George brown 

Deceased: May 26, 1863 

Aged: 44 years 

Brown Family Monument 
Bronte Pioneer Cemetery 

George Brown In memory of our parents 

• George Brown First Mayor of Milton 
• April 29, 1805 – August 4, 1860 

Deceased: Aug 4th, 1860 • Caroline Walker 
• February 5, 1819 – May 26, 1863 

Aged: 52 years • Their children 
• Alex Walker Brown 
• April 3 ,1843 – January 2, 1844 

• Caroline Augusta Brown 
• March 6, 1847 – September 5, 1857 

• Willie Brown 
• March 1857 - May 24, 1860 

• Herbert Walker Brown 
• June 8, 1859 – August, 1860 



His dream to have the blacksmith shop 

(1913 2005) 

Edna Marie Wilkinson Waldie Wilkinson Waldie

 
     

  

 

  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

     

 

  

 

Historical Attributes 
Three Generations of the Waldie Family 

• James Alfred Waldie Sr. (1832-1900) 
• James Alfred Waldie Jr. (1871-1948) Matilda Ann Hawkins ( Wife of James A. Jr.) Matilda Ann Hawkins ( Wife of James A. Jr.)

and 
(1870-1942) (1913-2005) 

Sarah Priscilla Dale Waldie (Wife of James A. Sr.) 

1840-1920 

Edna Marie 

• Alfred Ethelred Waldie (1905-1980) 
• They shod horses, repaired wagons 

and manufactured farm implements 
and horse drawn carriages for the 
local community. 

• Alfred was the last member of the 
Waldie family to operate the 
blacksmith shop which he closed in 
the early 1970′s. 

• His dream to have the blacksmith shop 
restored is now a reality thanks to the 
efforts of the Waldie family, Milton 
Historical Society, Town of Milton, 
Province of Ontario, and the 
community. 

Source: Milton Historical Society James Alfred Waldie, Sr. James Alfred Waldie Jr. Alfred Ethelred Waldie 

(1832-1900) (1871-1948) (1905-1980) 



    

 

Historical Attributes 
James Alfred Waldie, Sr. 1832-1900 

Alexander Waldie 
Ann Waldie (Wilkie) 1801-1846 
1829- 1851 

Ann Elizabeth Hyslop Smith 
1805-1884 John Waldie 

1831-1910 

Jessie Waldie (Stoddart)
1842-1921 

Robert Waldie 
1846-1925 



    

 
 

Historical Attributes 
James Alfred Waldie, Jr. 1871-1948 

Alfred E,  Mathilda, James A. James A. Waldie. 1871-1948 (on the right) Matilda Ann Hawkins ( Wife of James A. Jr.) 
Sitting F. Waldie 



   

  

 
 

 

Historical Attributes 
Alfred Ethelred Waldie, 1905-1980 

Edna Marie Wilkinson Waldie 
1913-2005 (m 1937) 

Alfred Ethelred Waldie 1905-1980 Edna Waldie (née Wilkinson) With Her Daughter 
Gayle Marie Waldie 1908-1987 



      
Historical Attributes 

James Waldie Senior and Ethelred Alfred Waldie 



 

  
 

   

 

   
  
    

   
   

 
    
    

  

Historical 
Attributes 

James Alfred 
Waldie Jr 
1871-1948 

Captain of Milton Fire 
Department 

Councillor (1906) 

James S. Waldie was the 
owner of this house in 1971 
He was the third generation 

of the Waldie family to 
operate a blacksmith shop 
on James Street in Milton. 
He was involved with the 

Milton Fire Brigade for 
many years. 



  

 

Historical Attributes 
James Franklin Waldie 

James (Jim) FranklinWaldie1908-1987 

Picture taken 1961 



 

 

 

 

  

  
    

  
  

   
 

Historical Attributes 
Waldie Family 

Waldie Family 

Matilda, James F, James A, Jessie 
Waldie (1863-1913), sit B. Caverhill, 

Alfred E, Sarah P. Waldie 

Adjacent Black Smith Shop on 16 James 
Street 

Matilda Waldie, nee Hawkins & Alfred E. 
Waldie 

Waldie House on Main Street 

This was originally the home of George Brown, Milton's 
first mayor. It was built in 1842 on Main Street and 

about 1870 was moved to its's present site on James 
Street by James A. Waldie. The Waldie family operated
a Blacksmith's shop on the lot. The old blacksmith shop 

has recently been renovated. 



 

 
   

   
 

Historical Attributes 
Waldie Family 

Matilda Waldie, nee Hawkins Gayle, Edna, Marsha Waldie Alfred E. Waldie, right, retired in 1967 after 38 years with 
the brigade. Following in his father’s footstep who also and Alfred E. Waldie served on the fire department. 



  
 

Milton Heritage 
Inventory Record 

• This property was a
Listed heritage resource 
since 2006. 



Historical Homes 
of Milton 
• Volume III 
• Page 23 



 

 

 

Historical Attributes 

Waldie Family Monument 

Spouse of James A. Waldie Junior 
1871-1948 

Blacksmiths 
James Alfred Waldie Senior 
James Alfred Waldie Junior 

Alfred Ethelred Waldie 

Source: https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/117700107/james-alfred-waldie 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/117700107/james-alfred-waldie


           

Physical Attributes 
A three bays one and a half story semi-detached home with horizontal siding on stone foundation 

North East Elevation North West Elevation 



   

Physical Attributes 
The low gable roof with front gable dormer, projecting eaves, plain fascia and soffit 



       

Physical Attributes 

Central entrance with a single stone step, metal canopy over both doors with no supports and decorative metal trims 



  

   

Physical Attributes 

Two identical single-leaf panel wood door with moulded trims and glass insert. 

24 James Street 26 James Street Two Entrance Door 



 Physical Attributes 

Plain two sash, two over two windows with wooden shutters 



 

  

Physical Attributes 

Single flue brick chimney on south elevation 



 

 

2024 Photos 

East Elevation North West Elevation South-East Elevation 

East Elevation_Extension Renderings Renderings 



 

 

2024 Photos 

North Elevation North Elevation North Entrance 

North West Elevation North West Elevation West Elevation 



  

    

South Elevation South Elevation South Elevation _Extension 

Detached garage South West Elevation Detach Garage North Elevation 
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