
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

   

  

  

 
         

       

        
          

   
 

       
       

 
       

       
        

 
 

         
          

 
       

        
    

 

  

           
       

              
 

         
     

The Corporation of the 
Town of Milton 

Report To: Council 

From: Jill Hogan, Commissioner, Development Services 

Date: March 25, 2024 

Report No: DS-020-24 

Recommendation Report - Notice of Intention to Designate - 93 
Subject: 

Victoria Street – David Watson Campbell House 

Recommendation: THAT Staff Report DS-020-24 entitled “Notice of Intention to 
Designate - 93 Victoria Street – David Watson Campbell House be 
received and; 

THAT Milton Council recognizes the historic house at 93 Victoria 
Street in the Town of Milton as being of heritage significance; 

THAT Milton Council designate the property under Part IV of the 
Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. O.18 for the reasons outlined 
in the Reasons for Designation attached as Appendix 1 to this 
Report; 

AND THAT the Town Clerk provides the Notice of Intention to 
Designate as outlined in Section 29 (4) of the Ontario Heritage Act; 

AND FURTHER THAT once the thirty-day objection period has 
expired and if there are no objections, a designation by-law is 
brought forward for Council adoption. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

• The David Watson Campbell house, at 93 Victoria Street in the Town of Milton, is a 
unique two-storey Victorian-era single detached white clapboard house built around 
1877. The property received a Milton Heritage Award in 2008 for restoring the front 
porch. 

• The property's current owner has voluntarily responded to the heritage designation 
program and desires that their property be designated. 
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Report #: The Corporation of the 
DS-020-24 

Town of Milton Page 2 of 4 

• Staff has evaluated this historic home as a significant built heritage resource for the 
Town of Milton and should be designated under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act. (See 
Appendix '1') 

• This significant heritage resource fulfils more than two of the evaluation criteria set out 
in Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act (R.S.O. 1990), Ontario Regulation 9/06 (See 
Appendix 2). As such, it is worthy of designation under the provisions of the Ontario 
Heritage Act. 

REPORT 

Background 

The house at 93 Victoria Street is a two-storey Victorian-Era residence built in 1877 for 
David Watson Campbell and his wife, Louise White. It is a white clapboard home with green 
painted aspects, which highlight the house's architectural features. 

The land was first granted to George Brown from John Martin in 1855. George sold the 

property to William Laidlaw in 1872, who later sold it to David Watson Campbell, and his 

wife Louise in 1874. David Watson Campbell served as Milton's Councillor, Reeve and 

Mayor in 1880.The property remained with the Campbell family until 1951. The current 

owner, Ivan and Judy Hunter, bought the property in 1971. Its cultural heritage value and 

interest lies in its physical, historical and contextual value. 

Discussion 

This house is a beautiful example of a Victorian-era residence with some influence of the 
Italianate style. The front porch was restored in 2007 and received the Milton Heritage 
Award in 2008. 

Historically, this residence was built in 1877 for David Watson Campbell and his wife, 
Louise. He came to Milton about 1866 and worked as a law clerk of Wm. Laidlaw Q.C. 
When William moved his office to Hamilton several years later, David Watson Campbell 
opened an office as a conveyancer. David married Louise White, daughter of John White, 
M.P. He was active in Milton's affairs, serving as Councillor(1878, 1891-1895), Reeve 
(1881) and Mayor (1880). He was appointed treasurer of Halton County in 1881 and served 
until his death. In 1882. he joined William Panton Jr. in a partnership publishing the 
Canadian Champion until his death of in 1896. Mr. Campbell died at home in 1896. Dr. 
Howitt of Guelph, with local doctors Peter Stuart, David Robertson and R.K. Anderson in 
attendance, operated on him for appendicitis on April 1. It was one of the earlier operations 
of that type. He died the day following and was buried in Evergreen Cemetery in the White 
family plot. 
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Report #: The Corporation of the 
DS-020-24 

Town of Milton Page 3 of 4 

Physically, this house is a unique example of a Victorian-Era clapboard house with 
Italianate influence. Its asymmetric composition is capped with a mansard roof, an 
octagonal turret on the west elevation and an off-center hip roof on the front. Fancy roof 
brackets and trims are incorporated into the wide eaves surrounding the mansard roof. The 
four-panel single-leaf entrance door has two of its upper panels glazed. It is surrounded by 
triangular pediment trims on the exterior. The windows have decorated triangular pediment, 
louvered shutters and wooden lug sills. The interior of the building boasts ornate ceilings, 
an arch corbel, wide baseboard and a hardwood floor. However, the interior elements will 
not be the subject of this heritage designation. 

Contextually, this property has contextual value as one of the earliest houses built in John 
Martin Survey (Part of Lot 11, Plan No.17) in 1855. This was one of the very early 
subdivisions in Milton that was created even before Milton was incorporated as a Town in 
1857. The Martin Survey included houses North of Mill Street, East of Bronte Street North, 
west of Martin Street and south of Mill Pond. This house helps define, maintain, and support 
the heritage character of this neighbourhood. 

Key attributes that reflect the cultural heritage value of the property include: 

• Massing of the two-storey Victorian-era clapboard house with asymmetrical composition 
and three stone chimneys 

• Unique Mansard roof with an octagonal turret. 
• Wide overhanging eaves with decorated roof brackets and trims 
• Octagonal Turret on west elevation with decorated Roof Brackets, Bay Windows, and 

Louvered Shutters 
• Wrap around front porch with decorative columns and plain balustrade 
• Four panels front door with two upper glazed inserts and fancy pediment trims 
• Two over two windows with triangular pediment, louvered shutters and wooden lug sills 
• Historical value as the home of David Watson Campbell, past Councilor, Reeve and 

Mayor of Milton in 1880. 
• Contextual value as one of the earliest houses built in the John Martin Survey (Part Lot 

11, Plan No.17) in 1855. 

Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommends that the optimal conservation and protection measures for this heritage 
property is the designation of the property. 

Financial Impact 

There is no financial impact associated with this report. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Report #: The Corporation of the 
DS-020-24 

Town of Milton Page 4 of 4 

Jill Hogan 
Commissioner, Development Services 

For questions, please contact: Anthony Wong, Senior Ext. 2565 
Policy Planner 

Attachments 
• Appendix ‘1’_Reasons for Designation for 93 Victoria Street_ David Watson Campbell 

House 
• Appendix ‘2’_CHVI Evaluation_ 93 Victoria Street 
• Appendix ‘3’_Photographic Record Heritage Attributes_ 93 Victoria Street 

CAO Approval 
Andrew M. Siltala 
Chief Administrative Officer 

Recognition of Traditional Lands 

The Town of Milton resides on the Treaty Lands and Territory of the Mississaugas of the 

Credit First Nation. We also recognize the traditional territory of the HuronWendat and 

Haudenosaunee people. The Town of Milton shares this land and the responsibility for the 

water, food and resources. We stand as allies with the First Nations as stewards of these 

lands. 
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Reasons for Designation  

93 Victoria Street_ David Watson Campbell House 

 

 

Legal Description 

John Martin Survey Part Lot 11, Plan 17 

Description of Property 

The David Watson Campbell house, at 93 Victoria Street in the Town of Milton, is a 

unique two-storey Victorian-Era single detached white clapboard house built around 

1877. The property received a Heritage award in 2008 for restoring the front porch.  
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Statement of Cultural Value and Interest  

93 Victoria Street is a two-storey Victorian-era residence built in 1877 for David Watson 

Campbell and his wife, Louise White. It is a white clapboard home with green painted 

aspects, which highlight the house's architectural features.  

The land was first granted to George Brown from John Martin in 1855. George sold the 

property to William Laidlaw in 1872, who later sold it to David Watson Campbell and his 

wife Louise in 1874. The property remained with the Campbell family until 1951. The 

current owner, Ivan and Judy Hunter, bought the property in 1971. Its cultural heritage 

value lies in its physical, historical and contextual value. Physically, it is an excellent 

example of a Victorian-era clapboard house with Italianate influence. Historically, it is 

the house of David Watson Campbell, who served as Milton's Councillor, Reeve and 

Mayor in 1880. Contextually, this property is one of the earliest houses built in the John 

Martin Survey Plan 17 for this significant part of Old Milton. 

Historical Value 

This residence was built in 1877 for David Watson Campbell and his wife, Louise. He 

came to Milton about 1866 and worked as a law clerk of Wm. Laidlaw Q.C. When 

William moved his office to Hamilton several years later, D.W. opened an office as a 

conveyancer. D.W. married Louise White, daughter of John White, M.P. He was active 

in Milton's affairs, serving as Councilor(1878, 1891-1895), Reeve(1881)and Mayor 

(1880). He was appointed treasurer of Halton County in 1881 and served until his death. 

In 1882. he joined William Panton Jr. in a partnership publishing the Canadian 

Champion until his death of in 1896. Mr. Campbell died at home in dramatic 

circumstances. Dr. Howitt of Guelph, with local doctors Peter Stuart, David Robertson 

and R.K. Anderson in attendance, operated on him for appendicitis on April 1, 1896. It 

was one of the earlier operations of that type. He died the day following and was buried 

in Evergreen Cemetery in the White family plot. 

Physical or Design Value 

This house is a unique example of a Victorian-Era clapboard house with Italianate 

influence. Its asymmetric composition is capped with a mansard roof, an octagonal 

turret on the west elevation and an off-center hip roof on the front. Fancy roof brackets 

and trims are incorporated into the wide eaves surrounding the mansard roof. The four-

panel single-leaf entrance door has two of its upper panels glazed. It is surrounded by 

triangular pediment trims on the exterior. The windows have decorated triangular 

pediment, louvered shutters and wooden lug sills. The house is well-maintained and has 

excellent curb appeal along Victoria Street. The interior of the building boasts ornate 

ceilings, an arch corbel, wide baseboard and a hardwood floor. However, the interior 

elements will not be the subject of this heritage designation. 
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Contextual Value 

This property has contextual value as one of the earliest houses built in John Martin 

Survey (Part of Lot 11, Plan No.17) in 1855. This was one of the very early subdivisions 

in Milton that was created even before Milton was incorporated as a Town in 1857. The 

Martin Survey included houses North of Mill Street, East of Bronte Street North, west of 

Martin Street and south of Mill Pond. This house helps define, maintain, and support the 

heritage character of this neighbourhood.  

Character Defining Elements/Heritage Attributes 

Key attributes that reflect the cultural heritage value of the property include: 

• Massing of the two-storey Victorian-era clapboard house with asymmetrical 

composition and three stone chimneys 

• Unique Mansard roof with an octagonal turret. 

• Wide overhanging eaves with decorated roof brackets and trims 

• Octagonal Turret on west elevation with decorated Roof Brackets, Bay 

Windows, and Louvered Shutters 

• Wrap around front porch with decorative columns and plain balustrade 

• Four panels front door with two upper glazed inserts and fancy pediment trims 

• Two over two windows with triangular pediment, louvered shutters and 

wooden lug sills 

• Historical value as the home of David Watson Campbell, past Councilor, 

Reeve and Mayor of Milton in 1880. 

• Contextual value as one of the earliest houses built in the John Martin Survey 

(Part Lot 11, Plan No.17) in 1855. 
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Cultural Heritage Value or Interest Evaluation 
 

Ontario Regulation 9/06 of the Ontario Heritage Act establishes the criteria for 

determining Cultural Heritage Value of Heritage Resources. A property must have the 

potential to meet at least two of the criteria to be considered to have heritage significance. 

These criteria fall into three categories: design or physical value, historical or associative 

value and contextual value. The following table considers and evaluates the subject 

property against these criteria. 

 

Table 6: Evaluation of the Cultural Heritage Value of 93 Victoria Street 

The property has design value or physical value because it, 

 Criteria Evaluation 

i is a rare, unique, representative or 

early example of a style, type, 

expression, material or 

construction method 

Yes, this house is a unique two-

storey Victorian era house with 

an Italianate influence. 

Ii displays a high degree of 

craftsmanship or artistic merit 

This home has unique and distinctive 

roof brackets and an octagonal turret 

at the west elevation. 

iii demonstrates a high degree of 

technical or scientific 
achievement 

No, the property does not 

demonstrate a high degree of 

technical or scientific achievement 

 

The property has historical value or associative value because it, 

i has direct associations with a 

theme, event, belief, person, 

activity, organization or 

institution that is significant to a 

community, 

Historically, it is the house of 

David Watson Campbell, past 

Councillor (1878, 1891-1895), 

Reeve (1881) and Mayor (1880). 

ii Yields or has the potential to 

yield, information that contributes 

to an understanding of a 

community or culture 

Yes, it provides historical 

information on the pioneers of 

Milton. 

iii demonstrates or reflects the work 

or ideas of an architect, artist, 

builder, designer or theorist who 
is significant to a community 

No, the subject property does not 

demonstrate or reflect that the 

subject property is associated with 

any known architect, builder or 

designer. 
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The property has contextual value because it, 

i is important in defining, 

maintaining or supporting the 

character of an area 

Yes, this property has contextual value 

as one of the earliest houses built in 

John Martin Park Survey (Plan No.17) 

in 1855 

ii is physically, functionally, 
visually or historically linked to 

its surroundings 

Yes, this property is historically link o 

to the development of this 

neighbourhood 

iii is a landmark No, the property is not a landmark. 

 
 

Based on the above criteria, the subject property has significant cultural heritage value 

based on both design and contextual criteria. These attributes are sufficient to warrant 

Heritage Designation under the Ontario Heritage Act. However, designation may not be 

necessary at this time as the property is current listed on the Municipal Heritage Register, 

which offers it some protection from demolition. 
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Appendix 3 

Photographic Record _ Heritage Attributes_ 93 Victoria Street Page 68 of 546



Location Map_ 93 Victoria Street 

Historical 

Addition 
Accessory 
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Contextual 
Heritage 
Attributes 

• Contextually, it is one of 
the earliest houses built 
in the John Martin 
Survey (Part Lot 11, 
Plan # 17) in 1855. 

• This was one of the 
very early subdivisions 
in Milton that were 
created even before 
Milton was 
incorporated as a Town 
in 1857. 

Page 70 of 546



 

   

  

  

      

   

   

 

  

   

Historical Books Extract 
HALTON COUNTY (20), TRAFALGAR, Park Lot 11,Plan 17 

Dated Registered From To Notes 

June 18 1855 John Martin George Brown 1 acre 

4 May, 1872 28 Aug 1872 George Brown Estate William Laidlaw Wm. Laidlaw - farmer, financier 

2 March 1874 24 Nov 1874 William Laidlaw David Watson Campbell 

24 Dec 1877 18 Jan 1878 David Watson Campbell Andrew Zimmerman (Bachelor) Andrew Zimmerman – lawyer 

24 Dec 1877 Jan 18 1878 Zimmerman Louise Campbell Louise Campbell, widower wife of D.W. Campbell 

27 Sept 1897 30 Oct 1897 Louise Campbell Widower William James Dewar Part only 1/3 acre 

2 Sept 1907 3 Oct 1907 Louise Campbell Widower Mildred J. Hume wife of Thomas D Hume Part only ¼ Lot 

Spinsters Dec 1937 15 Nov 1938 Campbell Estate Lillian L. & Charlotte E. Campbell 

21 July 1951 24 July 1951 Lillian L. Campbell John B. and Valerie J. Firstbrook 

6 Aug 1952 18 Aug 1952 Firstbrook Frances E. McQuat 

22 April 1971 30 Apr  1971 McQuat Ivan Alexander Hunter and Judy Hunter 
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David Watson 
Campbell 

Bibliography 
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Historical Houses of 
Milton 

Volume 1, Page 64 
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Vintage Photos 

South West Elevation The Campbell Children 

South West Elevation South Elevation South East Elevation Page 74 of 546



 Milton Heritage Award 
2008 

Before 

After Page 75 of 546



    Heritage Award Recipient of the 2008 Heritage Award for the restoration of the Front Porch 
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 Front Porch Restoration Page 77 of 546



 Front Porch Restoration_ Construction 2007-2008 
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Physical Heritage Attributes
• Massing of the two storey clapboard house with asymmetrical composition and mansard roof 

2009 2014 2016 

2018 2020 2022 Page 79 of 546



Physical Attributes: 
      

 

Unique Mansard roof with combination of a off centered hip and an octagonal turret. 

Octagonal Turret 

Off centred Hip 
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Physical Heritage Attributes
• Brick Chimneys 

Chimney 1 

Chimney 2 

Chimney 3 

Location of Chimneys Chimney 1 Chimney 2 
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Physical Heritage Attributes
Off Centre Hip Roof, Decorative roof brackets, trims and bay window composition 

Off Centre Gable Roof, Bay window composition Bay Window Hip roof with decorative eaves bracket 

Page 82 of 546



     
Physical Heritage Attributes

• Octagonal Turret with decorated Roof Brackets Bay Windows and Louvered Shutters 
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Physical Heritage Attributes
• Wrap around front porch with decorative columns and plain balustrade 
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Physical Heritage Attributes
• Four panels front door with two upper glazed insert and fancy pediment trims 

Front Door Interior view Front Door Exterior view Fancy Pediment Trims 
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Physical Heritage Attributes
• Two over two windows with triangular Pediment, louvered shutters and wooden lug sills 

Second Floor Windows _ Front Elevation 

Front Elevation along Victoria Street 

Front Elevation Windows 
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Physical Heritage Attributes
•Two over two windows with triangular Pediment, louvered shutters and wooden lug sills 

Second Floor East Elevation Window 

East Elevation Ground Floor East Elevation Window Page 87 of 546



    

    

Physical Heritage Attributes 
• Wide overhanging eaves with decorated roof brackets and trims 

Decorated roof brackets _ Left Corner Decorated roof brackets Decorated roof brackets _ Right Corner 
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Physical Heritage Attributes
• Wide overhanging eaves with decorated roof brackets and trims 

Decorated roof brackets Decorated roof brackets Decorated roof brackets 
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 Photos of the property _Rear addition (Not Heritage Attributes) 
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  Photos of the property _Side Elevations 
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Interior Elements ( Not included in Designation) 
Intricate trims, baseboard, ceilings, large staircases, hardwood floors, and ornate fireplaces. 

Ornate Ceiling Ornate Ceiling Ceiling Crown Moulding 

Ornate Fire Place 

Fireplace Ornate Marble Fire Place Ornate Staircase Page 92 of 546



  
  

Interior Elements ( Not included in Designation) 
Fancy Corbel Archway and Ceilings 

Corbel Corbel Archway Corbel 
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